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1. Winter parking 
Where do you park when the snow has fallen?  

As we write this, 2' to 3' feet of snow has already fallen in Cold 
Springs. Those of us who use our place in the winter always have some issues with 
parking.  The roads narrow as the plowed snow accumulates.  It is critical that we don’t 
plug up the roads with parked cars and hinder access for snowplowing or emergency 
responders.  


Do you plow out your own parking space?  Do you use a neighbor's parking pad?  How 
considerate are your neighbors about parking during the winter?  Let us know your own 
experiences and the strategies you have developed for winter parking. 
News@ColdSpringsPOA.org


2. Snow Removal 
Winter 2018-19 created some challenges for all when it comes to snow removal.  Last 
season some owners reported vehicles going through the subdivision soliciting work. This 
seems like it could be a good thing and for the most part it was. It also opens the door for 
less scrupulous folks coming into our area with perhaps not the right intentions. Perhaps 
we could develop a list of snow removal operators recommended by cabin owners.  Let us 
know, email News@ColdSpringsPOA.org who you have used and recommend.   We will 
pass relevant info onto members. Remember, CSPOA isn't recommending any particular 
vendors; our goal is to share experiences.  Each property owner makes their own 
arrangements.


Here we go!Happy holidays
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3. Caltrans Quick Map 
The Cal Trans Quick Map is a mobile app.  It's terrific!  Find 
and download the California Trans Quick Map to your 
mobile device.   As I look at it right now, it shows that the 
chain control (R2) point has moved from east of Twain Harte 
(yesterday afternoon) to just east of Strawberry.


4. PGE Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) 
and Unplanned Winter Outages - What are 
your strategies for coping? 
Whether you live in Cold Springs or simply vacation there, you probably have already had 
experience with a power outage. We live with the threat of unplanned loss of power brought 
on by winter storms, fallen trees, and even traffic accidents. These interruptions have the 
potential for lasting several minutes to several days. 


Portable back-up generators, although a bit of a luxury for occasional use, are an option.  If 
you have planned ahead, it’s feasible to plug-in the refrigerator, the heater and a couple of 
table lamps.  


Please be careful of the placement location of your generator and of course always run a 
generator outdoors. Carbon monoxide can drift into a residence and it is a deadly serious 
threat. You go to sleep and you don't wake-up!


Whole-house stationary generators are installed at several homes in Cold Springs - some 
full-timers regard them as a necessity, not a luxury. It’s simple and reliable to have old-
fashioned battery powered radios. Remember those? Flashlights too!


5. Cabin Insurance  
We hear reports of continuing concern over obtaining homeowners insurance renewals, not 
only in Cold Springs, but in forested/wooded areas throughout California. 


It might be time to compare notes and to see how our members are navigating the problem.   
Please email to News@ColdSpringsPOA.org with your relevant experiences and insights. 
Are insurers laying-down conditions for your property?  Clearance, roof maintenance, tree 
clearance? What conditions are you experiencing? Did your broker or underwriter ask for 
your Cal Fire "Pass" report?  (You did get one, didn't you?)
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6. Cold Springs Water - They Are Helpful 
A few of us have had unexpected water leaks.  Inside they can be disastrous and outside 
they can be a big nuisance. Both involve the cost of unused water.


Cold Springs Water Company has mostly electronic water meters.  That provides some 
information to detect running water,  such as a  running toilet or a broken pipe from the 
meter to your house, perhaps the result of frozen (and now thawed) water pipe. 


The water company will call the customer if they detect a leak and depending on the 
customer's request will shut off the water at the meter or let it run.  It can be tough to get to 
the meter in the snow.  A shut off requires that the customer arrange to have it turned on 
again after the problem is resolved.


The key is avoiding freeze-leaks by ensuring that your outside pipes are well insulated.  
Some cabin owners have also installed a whole-house shut off accessible to them during the 
winter.  That's ideal along with draining the interior pipes


Have you had a “water emergency"?  What were the consequences of it and how did it get 
resolved?  Let us know.


7. Air Quality Sensor 
CSPOA arranged for the placement of a commercial-quality air sensor at the Cold Springs 
commercial center.  We have had a good 
deal of positive feed-back since August 
when it became operational.  It's a direct 
benefit to Cold Springs Property Owners 
Association members. 


Health concerns over the air quality have 
become an issue for many of us and has 
been exacerbated by continuing wild fires in 
our area. Access to the information collected 
by this device is free to the public and can be accessed over the Internet 
www.purpleair.com. It gives updates every 80 seconds. 


Follow that link and look for the map-link; zoom in on Sonora. 

There is information about what all the numbers mean. There is information on the website 
about how to read and interpret the information collected and presented.
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8. The Rumored End of Rouge Sledding at Little Sweden 
You know Little Sweden.  It's truly a historic spot up here.  


The Once-Upon-A-Time “ski hill" is of course now long gone and the buildings demolished.  
Many of us remember it from our youth as an 
important 'way-point' to Cold Springs. The 
buildings and rope tow equipment clearly visible 
until a few years ago.


For the past 5 years or so, weekend snow players 
have used the area at the end of four-lanes with 
increasing density as a sledding and recreation 
area.  


Many have felt the use of the area presented many 
dangers with people out on the roadway and even 
walking across the highway.  No Parking signs and 
ticketing did little to discourage this use.  That may 
be changing.


Not long ago a local contractor purchased the 
property through the County (it had tax liens).  This fall 

a great deal of fill-dirt and boulders were moved from a Cal Trans project site east of 
Strawberry.  


As of November 30th, sledding continued at the western edge of tree-less slope.  What the 
future holds remains to be seen.  


9. Cell Tower Update 
The latest news is that the permit will be pulled the first part of December with installation 
likely by spring. Not as fast as we all would like, but at least it’s moving forward.


10.Membership 
We invite you to become an official member of Cold Springs POA. Your $20 donation goes a 
long way. You’ll get your voice heard by local and federal agencies. And as a current 
member of CSPOA, you’ll receive our newsletter on items of interest in Cold Springs.


We look forward to having you as a member.

For membership information, please email 


president@ColdSpringsPOA.org
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The following is informational only. 
CSPOA isn't recommending any particular vendors; our goal is to share experiences.  
Each property owner makes their own arrangements.

Newsletter Emailing 
The email service we will be using requires that CSPOA have your permission to send 

email to you.  
Since you are a member of CSPOA, dues paying in fact, we take-it that you want to hear 

from us by email. 
Please let us know if you want to me removed from the email list. 

The Cold Springs Property Owners Association sponsors a  Facebook page.  
Cold Springs POA.  

This is a private page. You have to ask to join. If you’re not using Facebook, you might 
consider giving it a try. A tremendous amount of local information is readily available. The 

Cold Springs Times (this newsletter) supplements the information provided there.

Email us: 
President@ColdSpringsPOA.org 
Secretary@ColdSpringsPOA.org 

Julie Bretz, Director (Lassen Drive near Kern Court) * Debbie Elliff, Treasurer (Alpine Drive @ Cardiac) 

Dave Holland, Secretary (Alpine Drive at Alpine Court) * 
Jason Reed, President (near end of Shasta Drive) * Don Rosenbaum, Director (Inyo Drive beyond the gate)

This newsletter is published by your board of directors. Any comments or suggestions can be 
emailed to daveholland@mac.com. All thoughts are appreciated.


