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Cell Tower 
We are told that the cell tower is still in the works and that construction will start this fall. The 
hold-up continues to be a legal challenge from a property owner. We hope that the matter 
will be cleared-up soon.    


Emergency Evacuation and Fire Safety-Cal Fire Inspections 
As most of you are aware, CalFire actually made an appearance in Cold Springs doing 
property inspections. This a really good deal, one that should have taken place years ago 
when we were actually paying that special fee to the state and received nothing for it. 
Although late to the game, at least they are in it. 

Cold Springs, like the USFS has not done the best it could in the area of forest 
management. We all know we need to do a better job of clearing our property of laddered 
fuels and raking of the annual pine needle madness away from our homes. 

It’s pretty clear that with the insurance companies breathing down our necks, everyone will 
be doing their best in order to maintain insurance. 

As we enter the most dangerous time of the year regarding fire, it’s always good to mention 
the obvious -have a way out. There is no clearly defined evacuation plan. The best plan is to 

FOP’s Adopt a 
Highway Volunteer 
Crew picking up trash 
along Highway 108 
through Cold Springs. 
It’s a fun and rewarding 
community effort that 
you can join.  It takes 
place  again on August 
12th  Find information 
on Facebook or 
contact 
daveholland@mac.com 
to get the details.
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pay attention to your environment and get out as soon as possible. There will be 
thousands of other homeowners and visitors in the area all heading for the single road 
west. 

It’s always a good idea to use the local tools available, like Everbridge  
(www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/1170/Emergency-Alert-Sign-Up-Page), cable TV and radio. 
Unfortunately these all require a communication link, one that many of us don’t have yet. 
Tuolumne County has a lot of useful information available on-line at: 
www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/298/Public-Safety

Be on your toes. Like we say, have a plan.


PGE Power outages 
We have already had a few power outages. These have the potential for lasting several 
minutes to several days. Back up generators, although a bit of a luxury, are the ticket. I 
guess you could go with a whole house battery (Tesla Power Wall), but that’s some serious 
money. It’s simple and reliable to have old-fashioned battery powered radios. Remember 
those? Flashlights too!


Homeowners Insurance  
We hear reports of  continuing concern over obtaining homeowners insurance renewals, 
not only in Cold Springs, but also in adjacent areas. It might be time to compare notes 
and see which insurance companies are insuring. This is an issue that is being brought up 
with our board of Supervisors. Please write to us (News@ColdSpringsPOA.org) with your 
relevant experiences and insights. Information on which companies are insuring in our 
area would be appreciated. We will distill what we learn and include in a future newsletter. 
Having your entire portfolio with a single insurer is known to help.


Snow Removal 
This past winter created some pretty good challenges for all when it comes to snow 
removal. Perhaps we were all bit complacent because over the past several years, 
keeping up with it wasn’t a challenge. This year certainly was different. 


Of concern was several “snow blowers in pickups” driving through our community looking 
for work. On the surface this seems like a good thing and for the most part it was. It also 
opens the door for less scrupulous folks coming into our area with perhaps not the right 
intentions. Could we develop a list of snow removal operators recommended by Cabin 
owners? This list would at least give you a resource of trusted operators. If you have a 
snow removal operator that you’re comfortable with, please share their contact info with 
us by email to news@ColdSpringsPOA.org. We will pass relevant info onto members.
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Air Quality Sensor 
We have placed a sensor up at the commercial center which Pete Kerns (Cold 
Springs Water) has graciously allowed us to install. This will certainly be beneficial to 
Cold Springs property owners/members. 

With all the terrible wildfires we have had in the last few years, health concerns over 
the air quality have become an issue for many of us. Access to the information 
collected by this device is free to the public and can be accessed over the Internet 
www.purpleair.com. It gives updates every 80 seconds. Follow that link and look for 
the map-link and zoom in on Sonora. There is information about what all the 
numbers mean. This sensor should be a help for those with respiratory issues.


Membership 
We have been discussing the issue of membership. Our expenses are pretty 
minimal. With that in mind, it was suggested that a one time $20.00 fee would be 
required to join. Those that joined last year are all set. Remember, you have to be 
the owner of the property to be a member. The goal being to get every property 
owner involved at a minimal fee. If and when the time comes for additional funds, 
then we will deal with it. 


Abandoned (Non-Op)  Vehicles 
Non operational vehicles are an eyesore in all neighborhoods. It is safe-to-say all 
counties in California have addressed this issue and Tuolumne County is no 
stranger to this problem. In speaking with officials, we are particularity impacted 
because of the amount of second homes in Cold Springs. A perfect spot to store 
that old car that we just aren’t ready to part with, but our primary residence city 
won’t put up with it. Because we are a bit remote, we aren’t going to get the vehicle 
abatement officer to drive by on a regular basis or most likely, not at all  However, 
the County is ready to work with us, we have to give them the address and license 
plate and they will take it from there.  Contact the Vehicle Abatement Officer, 
TCSO Chris Passeau @209-533-5866 
Tuolumne County has a section on this as part of it’s code:

10.40.010 Declaration to abate abandoned vehicle. In addition to and in 
accordance with the determination made and the authority granted by the state of 
California under Section 22660 of the Vehicle Code to remove abandoned, wrecked, 
dismantled or inoperative vehicles or parts thereof as public nuisances, the board of 

http://www.purpleair.com/
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supervisors of the county of Tuolumne makes the following findings and declarations: 

The accumulation and storage of abandoned, wrecked dismantled, or inoperative vehicles 
or parts thereof on private or public property not including highways is found to create a 
condition tending to reduce the value of private property, to promote blight and 
deterioration, to invite plundering, to create fire hazards, to constitute an attractive 
nuisance creating a hazard to the health and safety of minors, to create a harborage for 
rodents and insects and to be injurious to the health, safety and general welfare. Therefore, 
the presence of an abandoned, wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehicle or part thereof, 
on private or public property not including highways, except as expressly hereinafter 
permitted, is declared to constitute a public nuisance which may be abated as such in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 2088 (part), 1995).  

Friends of Pinecrest Meeting 
The annual meeting of Friends of Pinecrest will be held August 10th at Dodge Ridge and 
will start at 9:30 am.  Consider getting a delicious Dodge Ridge breakfast before the 
meeting.  It’s available in the Family Lodge between 7 am and 11 am on weekends.   

Scheduled to speak is Tuolumne County District 3 Supervisor (ours) Aniah Kirk, Forest 
Service District Ranger Sarah LaPlante- for Summit and Mi-Wuk Ranger districts and Neil 
Evans - Under Sheriff from the Tuolumne County Sheriffs department. 


Everyone is encouraged to attend and you do no have to be a member of FOP.  Light 
refreshments will be served. 


Emergency Service Fundraiser 

The Emergency Service Fundraiser is an annual event held at 
Camp Sylvester each year benefitting our local Fire Departments.


This year it was on July 27th and is always held the last Saturday 
in July. It was a fantastic event that entertained over 230 folks to 
live music, a silent auction, and a fantastic tri tip dinner with all 
the fixings. This FOP fundraiser has become quite the social 
event. 


Our first responders to Cold Springs likely will be either the 
Pinecrest Fire Department and/or the Strawberry Fire Department. 
Cold Springs benefits from these two departments. Perhaps next 
year we will get an even larger contingent from the CS area to 
attend. 


Early numbers indicate that it raised over 15k for our Emergency 
Services. 
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Them critters 

Every once in a while we forget 
to strap the lid closed. Those 
critters sure can make a mess.  

Bus Stop area 

Back in the day when we had several students in Cold Springs, the bus stop was a 
greatly needed spot to keep our kids dry and a bit warmer as they waited for the school 
bus. With the decline of students in Cold Springs it appears that the bus now stops at 
the store which is certainly a warmer and safer spot. 


There has been some interest in removing the shelter 
shed due to its lack of need and what has evolved into a 
depository of unwanted items. 


This picture was from the last week of July. Many 
people have commented about it on our Face Book 
page. It’s worth checking out.


There is some interest in cleaning up the area with a 
welcome sign instead of the shed with the ability to post a 
note or a picture of items for sale or free. The hope is that 
we will break the trend of “Dump and Run” and create a 
nice entry off of Lassen and 108. 


Your input is greatly needed on this issue. With out a 
consensus, it’s likely nothing will change.


Please email your thoughts, ideas to President@ColdSpringsPOA.org
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Newsletter Emailing 
The email service we will be using requires that CSPOA have your permission to send 

email to you.  
Since you are a member of CSPOA, dues paying in fact, we take-it that you want to hear 

from us by email. 
Please let us know if you want to me removed from the email list. 

The Cold Springs Property Owners Association sponsors a  Facebook page.  
Cold Springs POA.  

This is a private page. You have to ask to join. If you’re not using Facebook, you might 
consider giving it a try. A tremendous amount of local information is readily available. The 

Cold Springs Times (this newsletter) supplements the information provided there.

Email us: 
President@ColdSpringsPOA.org 
Secretary@ColdSpringsPOA.org 

Julie Bretz, Director (Lassen Drive near Kern Court) * Debbie Elliff, Treasurer (Alpine Drive @ Cardiac) 

Dave Holland, Secretary (Alpine Drive at Alpine Court) * Margie Mallory, Vice President (Alpine Court) 
Jason Reed, President (near end of Shasta Drive) * Don Rosenbaum, Director (Inyo Drive beyond the gate)

This newsletter is published by your board of directors. Any comments or suggestions can be 
emailed to daveholland@mac.com. All thoughts are appreciated.

Try Something New 

I’m one of those early birds that enjoys sitting down at 
Pinecrest Lake and watching the sun come up. It’s truly a 
beautiful sight. 


Most every morning I see the local paddle board group 
head out to either teach paddle boarding or have a yoga 
class. If you’re looking for a new experience, put this on 
your bucket list. 


The opportunity is located at the end of Pinecrest Lake 
Road (at the turnabout).


Heidi’s Ski Shop operates the class. 209-965-3450



